them drinks, they sat on our knees, we gave them twenty francs
and went in search of more exclusive company.

A fortnight, gloriously begun, less gloriously ended. Turning
a reluctant back on the pleasures of Calais, I marched with the
battalion through a ripening June-time countryside to Picardy.
Golden fields and shady orchards called to us, but we tramped
on and on, left-right, left-right, fifty minutes at a time and ten
minutes' halt, while the gunfire grew louder in the distance and
the fertile countryside gave way to a land trodden and ridden
brown by swarming English armies assembling for the great
offensive.

The Somme lay before us. The Somme. None of us then
knew what that one word contained in blood and suffering.
Many of us were sceptical; others itched to be at the enemy
after long months of inactivity. The flower of British manhood
remained there, mown down by an enemy still unreached,
unseen. For weeks on end British divisions were flung head-on
against prepared defensive positions of enormous strength.
Snug in deep concrete dugouts the Germans waited till the
barrage lifted, then came up and knocked the khaki skittles
down with their machine-guns. After the slaughter the British
armies had nibbled a small dent in the impregnable German
line.

The and Sherwoods went the way that all flesh went on the
Somme. One morning they stood with thumping hearts, the
Colonel, Baby Allen, Frank Reynolds and the others, looking at
their synchronized wrist watches, and the men with their
bayoneted rifles looking at them, and then they were up and
away over the trench ladders, and the next moment they were
no more.

But I was not with them. I was up above. Just before that
day I was transferred to the Royal Flying Corps. I packed my
valise, hiked backwards from the trenches, and while the drum-
fire pulverized the tortured fields around the Somme I rode
above the smoke and din in an aeroplane, map-marked the fall
of shells and the position of troops, tapped messages on a wire-
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